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Redefinition
Tech allows for the creation of new tasks,
previously inconceivable
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Modification
Tech allows for significant task redesign

Substitution
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with no
functional change
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The Way to Future Learning in English

RDFZ XISHAN SCHOOL
Zhang Yuning, Zhang Xiaojing, Qin Fang
The collective brainstorming of the curriculum planning team, under the leadership of Zhang Yuning since the start of summer 2014
till RDFZ XISHAN SCHOOL’s Research Studies Conference in July that year, had led to the key ideas we shared at SAGE -iSum-

mit 2014. But this only marked a beginning for our team. Over the following year, we have engaged in continuous discussion about
how we could help our students achieve the skills of future learning, and at the same time, we were learning how to become future

teachers in the digital age.

We are nurturing our students to become global citizens with a Chinese heart, and therefore the teaching goals of the English
Curriculum at RDFZ XISHAN SCHOOL should be supporting our students in understanding bilingualism and biculturalism

through experiential learning, as well as developing 21st Century skills in the classroom. These teaching goals are aligned with

26

the requirements of China’s Senior High School Entrance Examination. Beijing’s analysis of the Senior High School Entrance
Examination English paper in 2015 showed that the close passage and reading sections focused on logical and contextual analytical
skills. The paper did not only test on content knowledge, but also on students’ abilities in comprehension and inference. In addition,
the essay topic The Importance of Being a Civilized Middle School Student emphasized on their ability of applying their knowledge
and cultural understanding, which by the definition of Authentic Learning requires students to integrate content knowledge and skills
to apply the English Language in real life. Hence, we can see that the Entrance Examination encourages students to think critically
instead of simply knowing the English language. This national requirement drives us to encourage our students to be more expres-

sive of their ideas, and hone their creative and critical thinking skills.

1. The Integration of Curriculum Resources

Our curriculum is built on the wide range of learning resources and opportunities available to us. It should strive to make use of and
develop resources with content that is realistic and close to the students’ lives, and that is current, healthy, rich and varied. Audio-vi-
sual material, print media and the Internet should be actively used. Students should also be encouraged to take responsibility for

ap
finding, using and developing the learning resources themselves. English learning resources are thus limitless and can be found '? MM kR Y

Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators

anywhere, anytime. Over the course of studying and discovering, the mastery of the English Language can then be gradually
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formed through critical thinking and experiencing. With the national curriculum as a foundation and school-based curriculum as an

important supplement, not only can English lessons become enriched and colorful, they can also help our students develop disci-

plinary thinking and lifelong learning habits.

(i) Using the main themes in the Curriculum Guidelines to develop the overall teaching material plan for three years of junior high

school

The teaching materials that we are using now are a timelier and relatively exemplary set of materials of all teaching resources. The
English Language’s “themes” , “functions”, “structure” and “missions” are integrated in the development of our teaching materials.
“Themes” were used to steer the teaching contents of each unit, and grammar structure was key to learning and applying the
communicative functions related to the theme’s content. Gathering different units under the same theme to form a thematic chain,
teachers are able to not only oversee all the related resources of the same theme, but also more clearly understand their students’

knowledge reserves.

(ii) To align the themes of our Curriculum Guidelines and integrate extracurricular supplementary resources

The extracurricular supplementary resources that we are now using include Good English, Box Fish, The English Wikipedia of
Middle-School Students, American Language, English Language. and other media resources (music, TED, drama, Television
programs, and newspapers etc. ). With the availability of such rich resources, one key challenge for us is adapting them for our
students in their unique context and teaching them to use the resources fully and effectively. Therefore, the English teachers at our
school worked together to systematically integrate the resources that are most current and written in authentic English with the
themes of our Curriculum Guidelines. This has allowed our classes to be more engaging and to realize the pragmatic use of

English, so as to achieve the objectives of learning a skill-based and humanized form of the language.

2. Explorations in the Classroom

(i) “One Teacher, One Class of Excellence” program: A bold attempt in exploring different approaches in future learning

27
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Throughout the implementation of the “One Teacher, One Class of Excellence’national program, our English teachers discussed

and shared ideas and best practices of using resources in the classroom in terms of learning to listen, speak, read, write and
review. We hope to guide our students in fully experiencing this approach in future learning. For example, we use stratified teaching
in listening skills to meet the needs of different students and maximize effectiveness in the classroom. To enrich the students’
experience of the English language, we use videos to enhance reading with audio and visuals, so that classes become more
engaging to encourage skill-based learning. Students practice writing through sending and receiving emails in real-life scenarios —
a practical way of learning in which students show great enthusiasm. All of these explorations are being used effectively in our

teaching and have been beneficial to our students’ learning process and experience.

(ii) Integrating special resources, building the 21st Century classroom, and training students' critical thinking in English

Good English, Wikipedia Listening, Box Fish, and all kinds of media resources are supplements that are beneficial to our standard
classes. When students engage in reading and listening, creating their own newspapers, completing storylines, scriptwriting, audio
script recording and performing drama plays, they experience the authentic use of the language and culture at the same time, and
also develop a good grasp of the language; Wikipedia Listening attracts students’ attention with its wide range of topics, expanding
their horizons and enriching their grasp of the language structure; Box Fish, a new app that implements the philosophy of flipped
classrooms, allows students to preview and pre-learn new lessons and expand on their basic content knowledge; the app’s vivid
audio-visual effects drive the students’ interest in English and motivate them to constantly challenge their own learning. English as
a teaching subject requires the creation of a linguistic environment, and the integration of resources help students to deepen their

experiential learning to strengthen their command of the English language.
3. Organize Activities with Cultural Influences, Experience Bilingualism and Biculturalism
The learning of the English Language focuses on the element of humanism, which is essentially encouraging students to

understand the Western culture, and in the process of learning a foreign language to understand the differences between the

Chinese and Western cultures; this aligns with the goal of our school: To be global citizens with a Chinese heart.
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Western festivals are undoubtedly one of the best platforms for students to work towards the school goal. For example, students

participate in the Thanksgiving Poem Calligraphy Competition on Thanksgiving Day; they take part in drawing competitions on

Christmas Day; and they write letters of appreciation to their parents on Father’s Day and Mother’s Day. In the process of participa-
tion, students are able to connect the similarities and differences between the two languages and cultures.

As we continue to walk on the path of future learning, we will be constantly evaluating and critiquing our English Curriculum. We
understand that every exploration we make will more effectively support our students in their learning and development of the
English Language.
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Enhanced ICT Infrastructure to Facilitate Productive

Collaborative Work in the History Lessons
Nanyang Girls' High School
Luis Tirtasanjaya Lioe
Chiu Wee Meng
Ong Lee Hua

Abstract

This study reports on how students’ collaborative work are enhanced through the pilot redesigned ICT infrastructures in 2
classrooms in 2014. The enhanced ICT infrastructures include the wireless projection, interactive whiteboards, mobile furniture,

and mobile screens. To achieve the purpose of this study, a comparison was made between 2 groups of students from each of the

45

experimental and control classes doing the same History tasks in collaborative setting. The profiles of the students in both classes
are similar and they were taught by the same teacher. The processes were videotaped and a discourse analysis was conducted to
analyse the level of engagement and types of questions asked. The results suggest that the group working in the enhanced
infrastructure classrooms have higher level of engagement and focus during the group work, and the time taken to attain

intersubjectivity was faster with more higher-order questions produced by the students.

Introduction

Nanyang Girls’ High School piloted its 1:1 Computing program in 2011 with each student in 4 piloted classes using the iPad as their
learning device. Currently, more than 1200 students are involved in the 1 : 1 Computing programme. Seeing new opportunities in
using ICT and having a wireless networked campus to further expand the positive impact of collaborative learning, teachers have

actively designed learning activities that take place within and beyond the classroom. Some of these learning tasks include
asynchronous discussions, peer critique, idea brainstorming and collaborative essay-writing.With the high potential of technology in

o
transforming the learning, students’ work collaboration extended virtually with the use of online collaboration platforms such as j Y E YR
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and other online tools that allow co-creation of work. To effectively support such collaborative learning opportunities, the NYGH ICT

Dept continue to seek the best possible infrastructure that include wireless projection, interactive whiteboards, mobile furniture and

mobile screen.

Theory / Literature review

Collaborative work can be viewed as a process that entails negotiation of meaning among the group members to solve the tasks at
hand. Rochelle and Teasley (1995) described collaboration as a coordinated and synchronous activity that is the result of continued
attempt to construct and maintain the members’ shared conception of a problem. The process takes place in the Joint Problem
Space (JPS) where the integration of goals, description of the current problem state, and awareness of the available problem-solving
actions occurs. Stahl, Law, Cress and Ludwingson (2014) further described that for such process to take place, the members should
have the joint attention in which they are not just gazing at the same objects, but also with the same intent as each other. This is

where the intersubjectivity among all the group members are attained and maintained.

In the case of computer-supported collaborative learning (CSCL), the intersubjectivity is mediated by designed artifacts and technolo-
gies (Koschmann, 2002). CSCL itself is an emerging branch of learning sciences that concern with studying how people can learn

together with the help of computers (Stahl, Korschmann, & Suthers, 2006). While there are many areas of CSCL that the researchers
are trying to unpack, one of the focus is on how the computer (or ICT tools) mediate the joint attention and the joint problem space for

effective collaborative problem solving.

The scope of this study is a subset of a larger effort put in by NYGH in promoting ICT integration in the classrooms to create
student-centric teaching and learning environment. For the past 4 years, NYGH has been embarking in 1-to-1 computing environ-
ment to support teaching and learning, and one of the ways to enhance such process is through improved designed infrastructure. In
2014, we piloted 2 classrooms with an enhanced ICT infrastructure that includes the wireless projection, interactive whiteboards,
mobile furniture, and mobile screens. This study focuses on how the mobile furniture enables the mediation of effective collaborative

problem solving on a History task.
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Research Design

The study was exploratory using design-experimental approach to study the collaborative problem solving between 2 different
groups of students, one using mobile screen and one without, on the same History task taught by the same teacher. The pilot
groups and control groups came from the class of similar student profiles (especially in terms of academic ability and the ability to
work together as a group). The processes were videotaped and the videos were then transcribed for a discourse analysis to be

conducted.

Details on the task

Topic: Singapore’s separation from Malaysia
Task: Constructing argument on why Singapore/Malaysia was to beresponsible for the separation. The students were to build

consensus and present their arguments. The sequence of the lesson is given in Figure 1.

Group to read
Introduction and sources and infer Group to construct
explanation of main reasons and argument to support
task by teacher evidences to support the stand
given stand

Group to present
stand/argument to

opposing group
& consensus building

Mobile TV

Subsequent lesson

e Class discussion and evaluation

- teacher as evaluator and facilitator

formulate standand
argument

Figure 1: Sequence of the History lessons
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Discourse Analysis

The discourse analysis was conducted on 3 aspects: 1) Types of questions asked by the students and their responses, 2) Interac-
tion in JPS: conversation and flow-building on comments and responses by the group peers, and 3) Joint attention: level of

students’ focus and engagement during the task.

The questions that are classified lower order questions are those related with comprehension of sources, clarification of factual
knowledge, and confirmation of points by the group members. Some examples of questions asked are “the terms of the merger

are?”, “Did you say that Lee was responsible?” and “repeat what you said?

The questions that are considered higher order are those seeking greater accuracy and precision in knowledge, making connection

between points, and evaluation of the discussion points. Examples of such questions are “ | think overstepping boundaries are very

general, can we be more specific?” and “Is this based on only one source, or are there other sources that actually have the same 48
thing?”

Results and discussion

Types of questions

Figure 2 shows the number of higher order questions asked by the groups from pilot and control classes during the 25 min task time

assigned to them.
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No. of higher Total Duration
order thinking  of Group

questions and Activity
discussion (minutes)

points

49

Figure 2: Number of higher-order questions asked by all groups

The results show that the groups with mobile screens tend to ask higher number of higher-order questions and raise further discus-
sion points during the discussion. It was observed that after the groups were done with the tasks, the accessibility to the mobile
screen encouraged them to look back and examine what have been written, which allows such questions and elaboration to be
raised. The groups without the mobile screen did not seem to have such common access, hence they seldom questioned what have

been discussed after the conclusion were attained.
Joint Problem Space

The groups with mobile screen tended to have more sustained flow and points of discussion. It was noted that students had higher

contribution to the joined problem space. On the other hand, the typical mode of collaboration for groups without mobile screen was

P

to form pairs within the group and worked within the pairs. It was also noted that the pair who contributed the most was the one with g‘ﬁ MK T kKR
T a 3 /

Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators

one of the members as the scribe.
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Joint attention

On this aspect, both groups with and without mobile screen exhibited the same level of engagement. All the groups were generally
focused and on-task. The only difference was the pair with the scribe in the non-mobile screen group that was highlighted in the
previous finding that tended to be contributing the most. Hence, the lack of access to see the scribe’s screen could be affecting the

joint attention.

Conclusions

The analysis of 4 groups of students’ collaborative problem solving offer insights on how the solutions were developed in the joint
problem space and how the ICT tools helped to mediate the effective use of joint problem space and joint attention. In this case, the
ICT tools mediate more effective metacognitive role among all the group members to monitor the progress of the discussions and
re-examine the discussion points that led to further elaboration of the discussions. This helps to facilitate deeper reasoning. In the
situation when the groups have no such tools, i.e. no mobile screen, the findings suggest that the metacognitive role can be devel-
oped through assigning the role as the scribe. Although this study suggests positive result, the scale of the study does not warrant

generalizability at this point. More analysis need to be done with larger sample size across various groups and subjects.

Reference

Koschmann, T. (2002a). Dewey's contribution to the foundations of CSCL research. In G. Stahl (Ed.), Computer support for collabo-
rative learning: Foundations for a CSCL community: Proceedings of CSCL 2002 (pp. 17-22). Boulder, CO: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates.

Roschelle, J. & Teasley, S.D. (1995). Construction of shared knowledge in collaborative problem solving. In C. O’Malley (Ed.),
Computer-supported collaborative learning. New York: Springer Verlag.

Stahl, G., Koschmann, T., & Suthers, D. (2006). Computer-supported collaborative learning: An historical perspective. In R. K.
Sawyer (Ed.), Cambridge handbook of the learning sciences (pp. 409-426).

Stahl, G., Law, N., Cress, U., & Ludvigsen, S. (2014). Analyzing roles of individuals in small-group collaboration processes. Interna-

tional Journal of Computer Supported Collaborative Learning, 9(4), 365-370

50

- S
B BT A KW

Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators




[F—80]1 BUPHIIRE: RESKA

BT, FERE

—— R FREH T AT R IR 1SR
ARMIHALFER
TR 1EEM

FHAL, AHLAZITRHERT, CHAREZIHFREF TR, LM RO ELRT, 4o RS REGFER? £
AAELKRAGE LK, FEEHORGRE, FTFFEAREREZMESBHE RS, SARKE, BELAETE, X TFAHTK
T A AT I RS IRAZ, RIEMAEINNTF: T ik, KA I,

AT HWBIR S, B AT XA Sk LA W5

1. AN ERGF T4, SBAEENLZRG RN, ASLEA LIS RFAM . LB TUR G40, TR
kit MY RIER — AT KRR,

2, ARKEFZRARFEOTARIKNGES, MAREAFLNAORFH LN, A, XA ARIK R BN Z 2T EHH
M, AR EAERT . Bk, KANFREGRERIGHT Ok, KRBHTF, 51

3. FAEKRBEXF I aydfEy, @dE AT AL, KRB R, RSHESRL, FiE 8 FEHIRF 48 695 5] Bk 7 Ao fif 9] AR 49 A
7, TiX B EE A R AR kB ER G A ) 69 B .

T @R & oA EILE S TS B

1. AL A X F I RBFAAAHM, KRAFAENIMEAREGELY, EAF-MBAGERTL: FFERLTEREL
8 (B, BREFRECREE, ATELFFL) « MBARERLFRNREE: FTLRMRAE VIt F I RAEFRE MR,
FUMIRGEEFHT RS —FAFRERMNBANE L, BEREBHF ] IR EARE, Fikmk; FIRERKBERGH
B, AEFALEARGSE S| — L E SR H) F R A T A, HLRMNARLNE D kT, ARA, A 2HAEARA
PAFFATERERR? TRRY, PAKZLFOHFIAE, LA—EFE (FHREHZFL) | RITMEARARI KA F 5] K
AeB A F IR, SAB T THMARAGG L. WEA K, EFARRRIFRT Y RORAE, LRAAFRGIE, firLiEP
BLETREFR, AAR—AFRBEEN—ADMEFRAR T E%fo R, BAZRT H—ANFFEZE, WAL FRMNK—T425F.
JB R EGMIX LRI, KA, LR RXEIFRANSERE—FBAFTAHLN, TRBERAEF I IR PREY R, EXMXBRFHH
3E3) T 6 5] i ALERA R R BIRTFIRE AR IF NG, HALFEN, HALZHKY.

2. ARHF BHEAGFE G ARREIM S, BFNERHAT A5 TR &, B2 ARZ A GALE ARAL P 4 —f 1%%
5 A& R ke BRI FAENRSFE, W—F LRGP L ERFEHELNGAEEKREN, RAEERET, BREF5%,

B fr o F A 4 B 4

Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators




[F—80]1 BUPHIIRE: RESKA

REHAANE, 1BFAZRMBKARG . Si, HZHAMRFHRITRIAE, H, —DNLHET, BRIANSEAZTRET 69 TR
JTo MA—R—RITHERR G IrdpFe bt Z O IAZ P, B R HE B G URME ) Foft O, A—RBEBRALZ T EEGIEP,
WK B2 RA L., BATHO0MRE AWK, AR FHTEHEMAHAREBARETRFALRE. MEARFTRAT—PARZLT
EANEA, RTENA, RLATHT —ANPITR, A%, EXRAFACHRIKTTATXIROGRS, SR, BROGERFLRRK
AT &0, R4, LENERCERANT, AREIEFY, BBRIE. BhFBEFEBT AR, FRILEPAGES S
BEGRE ). £ E, RRAENAFTAN., TAEZANKGHOHFIRY, RATREALZARXZ R, AaEETHIA: KREREK
MNELeGHT 8, MEEMNEBAENRT . REE, KRFRZA-ARATALTFE . FRSVAGHT, @R EKNGKE A 2T
BT AR T, B, RANAGRT Ok, hibid4E, aREF.

3. RIEXFIEAEP, AL, KEGZ, HRBSFILERFAEAMDOEITREIEG S TR, A OEFTHER: 0
BT ARG EFRGRAER, REMNRFARZRELHROGHE R, AAT, KL GERTUAAR. KAINFIRATE, mAHKHY
REFET, CRERLE T K, EARKRTHR, ENZRERR. 25k, KRN, KL% T X —KRIZTAA DRI LS
FREGEF— R R RS EAHRR LT LB MR IAER M KL TXEFZTAAEMN T EF RGO AIEFTEA LR
HH . H—APF, 2013F, BKEMER O, FoBEMA—H, KMwindows R A FE I ER R %n, SR KL%,
BRAERL—ERK TR TEARTAFTER AR R, BEROFANTLERAZXSTBOGLLE, NTEEEIIT, ML REH
¥ L&A A9F inaCut & 3 A BAR G ALIN T o XA —TF 45 094K I8 AT A7 R A9t %o

WA, HAMNTAR, FEFKT, HRATEA LR, LRRAFMAAFTHLREAELA, HBAEEHATMRRARFELR, nEH
HAGIRAL, PR ZAEKBIRETRT AR, RIRWS, SFLEQEREG T, #HFLEF.

52

a

i |
B fr o F A 4 B 4
Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators




[EZ80]1 MENZEY: INEEREARR 53

a

i _
B fr o F A 4 B 4
Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators




[EZ870]1 MENZEY: INEEREART

Project Work as a Platform to Educate Students about Social Responsibility

An adaptation of the paper presented at Ed Media Conference 2012. Denver, Colorado, USA
(Jun 26-29, 2012) m :?,{t % ¢ 35
Hwa Chong Institution . W, o O‘-E

Edwin Lim, Nirmala Ong, Eileen Tan

Abstract

The increasingly globalized and digitized world presents students with more opportunities and challenges as

they have more access to information through ICT resources. Project Work at Hwa Chong Instituition seeks

to sensitize students to the needs of the communities around them, while tapping on ICT in the process. This

paper discusses Project Work at Hwa Chong Institution (HCI) in the light of the Social Reconstructionist

curriculum orientation, and the Constructivist and Community of Inquiry concepts for e-learning. We empower

students to experience real-world relevance through application of their learning to society. The larger goal is 54
that students would discover an avenue for fulfillment through making meaningful contribution to the greater

good.

Introduction to Project Work as an ‘A’ Level Subject

Group work, where the end product is a report through a collaborative project, is a required element in different subjects from
pre-school to university levels in Singapore. This paper is about the interdisciplinary GCE “A” level subject, known simply as ‘Project
Work’, for first year junior college (Grade 11) students in Singapore. Undertaken by students in groups of four to five, this Project
Work learning experience is characterised by the opportunity for students to synthesize knowledge from different domains of
learning; to experience collaboration within a group; to practice independent learning; and to develop communication skills (Pre-U
PW Handbook, 2003). Beyond these aims, Project Work at HCI (College Section) also trains students to apply critical and creative

thinking to real world problems and needs.

Our objective through Project Work is to encourage students to view and practice problem-solving as a social responsibility. In the

u__l
learning process of Project Work, students are required to first identify a current real-world problem to be addressed, in any domain %h‘ﬂ BT A
T H e g

of society ( e.g. environmental, social, humanitarian, cultural ). They would establish the significance of the topic by demonstrating strategic Allance of Global Fducators
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how consequential the problem is or how great the need to manage it. As most problems are currently being looked into by
authorities ( e.g. the government ) or organizations ( e.g. charitable foundations, NGOs ), students further investigate the

inadequacies of current measures and the need to address these weaknesses. Next, they would research into possible case
studies, reference models or established methodology addressing this type of problem, to draw inspiration and strategies. Finally,
they would adapt and apply these lessons to their chosen problem, and test if the ideas are practical and implementable. In the

process, they are expected to anticipate possible risks or difficulties and suggest how these might be resolved.

For example, a group that identifies cyber-bullying in Singapore among pupils aged 7-12 (Grade 1-6) as a problem to address
would first establish the existence and investigate the significance of the problem through secondary research. They would cite
experts on how it not only negatively impacts the well-being of pupils currently, but has the potential of escalating further if left to
fester. Taking the case study of, say, the successful elements of an anti-smoking campaign in Singapore, they could draw lessons
from how a variety of appeals were used in advertisements to generate awareness of the dangers of smoking, and how various
programmes were used to facilitate the desired change in behaviour. The PW group might then consider employing shock tactics
to warn cyber-bullies, a nd appeal to responsibility and altruism to encourage young pupils to stand up and speak up for victims of
bullying. Their further suggestions might focus on how family members and parents can play a much needed but neglected
supportive role in identifying and reacting to victims as well as bullies. The PW group would then draw up a proposal and assess its
feasibility and manageability. After that, t hey would trial it on a small scale. For instance, they might carry out —in one class of a
selected primary school — an hour-long workshop they have personally designed to teach students how to handle cyber-bullying,
and ascertain the effectiveness of the trial workshop through post-trial surveys of the students. Next, they would proceed to analyse
the results and make improvements to their proposal. Finally, they would estimate the real world success and limitations of their

proposal.

The main required deliverable is a Written Report and an Oral Report of their investigation and proposal. In the case of the group
dealing with cyber-bullying, the presentations could include a video clip in a prototype platform on social media to publicize their
cause,a game or lesson plan in their education package to teach their target audience how to deal with the problem, or annotated
photographs of a mini-exhibition the group proposes to set up ata community centre to engage children and their parents who

attend weekend enrichment courses there.

Interestingly, this style of learning encourages process learning,which is reflected in students being socialized into the values and
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requirements of real-world work, service and society (Sheehan, 1986).

Curriculum Orientation of Project Work

Curriculum orientations of various subjects have been broadly classified into the following four: Academic Rationalism, Cognitive
Processes, Self-Actualisation and Social Reconstructionism (Bisner, 1974; Schiro, 2008). The aims and pedagogy of Project Work
do not fall within Academic Rationalism as the goals of the subject do not lie in “transmitting the essence of”’ or “building literacy for”
(Schiro, 2008) any existing school discipline per se. They are somewhat in line with Cognitive Processes as Project Work to a large
degree consists of “efficiently and scientifically carry (ing) out a task” ( Schiro, 2008 ) with its methodical steps as to how
problem-solving procedures ought to be carried out. The procedure involves students first identifying and justifying the significance
of a problem, then drawing lessons from their research into success stories (that is, case studies, reference models of established
methodologies) and applying them to the proposal they have designed to address the problem. There is constant emphasis on
organizing the learning points from their research and applying it to their project. Teachers also make it a point to apply some
measure of the Self-Actualisation approach in helping students to find a problem that is meaningful to the group so as to “ pursue
their interests” (Schiro, 2008 ) in identifying a particular problem. This would promote personal affective growth to take place. As
Project Work as outlined by the Ministry of Education has the traditional focus of being an examinable “A” level subject, it does not

«

explicitly focus on getting the students to fulfil a certain “vision of the future better society ” ( Schiro, 2008 ) of Social

Reconstructionism; this element is covered in non-examinable voluntary programmes like Community Involvement Programme and
Service Learning. However, the approach to Project Work taken by Hwa Chong Institution seeks to go beyond being an examination
subject. Precisely because it is a compulsory subject, it provides the ideal platform to encourage all students to move along the
direction of Social Reconstructionism, by virtue of our focus on addressing self-chosen problems to propose how improvements can

be made to various realms of life.

Social Reconstructionism, Social Responsibility and Project Work

The Social Reconstructionist paradigm of education is that people should critically think about and comprehend social problems,
envision a world in which these problems can be solved, and act to solve them (Schiro, 2008). In Project Work, we propose that the
Supervising Tutor guides students into the norms of thinking and acting that reflect these service-oriented convictions. While Project
Work may not appear to be social-oriented — it is an academic “A” level subject after all, not a vocational one — the tutor can coax

the students towards that direction.
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Our approach to Project Work as problem-solving for social responsibility is hence in line with the Social Reconstructionist orienta-
tion. This is expressed in various ways — for their Project Work topics students are encouraged to look into problems beyond their
areas of familiarity, and also to investigate larger issues in areas of need. Regarding the first, privileged teenagers are typically
familiar with, and sometimes overly concerned about, teenage issues, often at a trivial level. However, through teacher guidance,
students can be encouraged to look beyond these. Therefore, a group that starts off wanting to look into the often-addressed
problem of inadequate sleep amongst teenagers may, in the course of discussion and feedback, be encouraged to look beyond
teenagers voluntarily choosing to stay up late to chat with friends on social media; the group may instead consider examining the

involuntary sleep deprivation suffered by foreign domestic workers in the country (and their own homes) instead.

Regarding the second, another group of that is interested in the commonly and widely discussed topic of myopia might be similarly
encouraged to explore optometric needs faced by a disadvantaged community in a neighbouring developing nation. This is in line
with helping students exercise “global perspectives” (Ho, 2009) in learning. Admittedly, in examining a problem in a neighbouring
country, the students may not be able to travel there to carry out the project. However, they can make a significant contribution
through raising local awareness of the problem (perhaps amongst fellow local teenagers) through publicity measures, and hence
increase volunteer support for a related NGO stationed locally. This directly addresses the needs of the target beneficiary. Encour-
aging this type of investigation and proposal creates a possible future scenario where, from this nascent experience, some students
might eventually follow up on this worthy cause. Although this is admittedly optimistically speculative, it is not a far-fetched hope on

the part of the educator.

Generally, as part of their work, especially if the project is local, the students seek primary data and evidence through surveys of
their target group and interviews with relevant personnel. They are encouraged to take their hypothesis to the community and test
their suggested solutions in a trial with their proposed beneficiaries (Klein, 1986). The students, in other words, are encouraged to
move beyond armchair criticism, and (in a very small way) experience activism and the feel of getting their hands in the pie. The
limitation is that the extent of service in Project Work is basically a pilot trial on a small scale to ascertain its effectiveness. However,
there are students who draw inspiration from their Project Work investigation and subsequently adapt and extend their proposal into
a longer-term Service Learning project the following year. It is our aim to help students discover a desire to serve out of the overflow
of concern for communities around them, directed by principles (Covey, 1989) rather than driven by “mere expediency” (Tan, 2004)

of doing the subject to earn a grade.
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Experienced Supervising Tutors find Project Work meaningful as it is in line with “the search for value” (Fox, 1972) offering the
greatest opportunities (as compared to the other “A” level subjects) for students to develop a social conscience, while addressing
the constructive requirements of academic rigour and cognitive development. The subject is at the forefront of curriculum innovation
which supports the development of the “whole” child in terms of helping the student to develop skills, raise inquiry questions to

identify and manage the problems in society, and discover and act on values (Fox, 1972).

Constructivism and Community of Inquiry in the use of ICT in Project Work

In the ever-changing digital world, the use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is an indispensable part of how
students learn. Starting with Web 1.0 complements previously, we now have the kaleidoscope of Web 2.0 ones, which lend
themselves to learning that is collaborative and constructivist in nature (Pegrum, ongoing) . From e-learning’s emergence a few
decades ago when it was sometimes patronizingly dismissed as a dispensable fad or passionately advocated as the panacea for a
plethora of educational ills, there is now a balanced and respectful regard for its place in education, with ICT acknowledged as a
valuable platform. There is acknowledged awareness that incorporating ICT into pedagogy lends wholeness and depth to teaching

and learning, with the sensible caveat that it is pedagogy that must drive the e-learning process (Garrison, 2000).

Positive outcomes in Project Work take place when e-learning ties in with the constructivist approach so that students exercise
autonomy to construct their own information and understanding on the online platform (Concept, 2004). The Project Work process
is consistent with constructivism, whereby students are encouraged to employ real-world problem solving strategies to generate
new innovative ideas and reflect on how they are growing and changing (Concept, 2004). In the constructivist view, students are led
to not merely formulate answers, but to think through questions and even create their own questions ( Concept, 2004 ). Thisis a

necessary part of HCI’'s problem-solving approach to Project Work. This practice facilitates a “power sharing, negotiation and joint

responsibility” (Schiro, 2008), that is not only shared between the student and the teacher, and between students themselves as
they work together collaboratively, but also in the connection between the students and their target beneficiaries as they construct
solutions to problems in their exercise of social responsibility.

Our teaching philosophy regarding the use of ICT also encompasses the Community of Inquiry concept. Garrison and Anderson
(2003 ) postulated that the Community of Inquiry comprises the intersecting of three ‘presences’. First, the ‘social presence’ where

meaningful interaction serves the purpose of learning; second, the ‘ teaching presence’ where a measure of mentorship and
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facilitation ensures that desired outcomes in education are met; and third, the ‘cognitive presence’ where students critically reflect
upon their work to maximise learning. In Project Work, we witness an expression of the Community of Inquiry with the three
presences at work — bringing students into a collaborative construction of material together (social); critical thinking through reflec-
tion on an asynchronous discussion board in Moodle or Google Doc (cognitive); and continued input from the teacher, peers and
results from trials they have conducted in the real world (teaching). (Garrison, 2003). We ultimately seek to develop in students the
awareness and practice of innovative and meaningful use of ICT tools to carry out their projects. This is evident in their proposed
solutions that invariably incorporate ICT (with their design of iPhone apps, websites, Facebook, twitter campaigns, lenticular and

interactive bus stop advertisements, online books, etcetera.)
Conclusion

To meet the challenges and opportunities presented by our globalized and digitized world, in Project Work at HCI, we seek to
sensitize students to meet the needs of the communities around them, equipped with problem-solving skills and aided by ICT. We
aim to empower students with practical skills to identify problems and unaddressed gaps, draw learning points from case studies
from different fields, and construct solutions. They experience real-world relevance and application of their learning to society. In
trialing their proposals, they find a small promise of fulfilment. They finish with hope that were they to expand their proposal to
maximise the meaningful contributions, they can do so to the greater good in the future. The interconnected web of learning in
Project Work brings together the teacher, students and the broader community while engaging the students’ talent, passion and

conscience in the service of societal needs.
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Project Passport SST Solve by Design Workshop Reflection
Menlo School

Elizabeth Power and Haley Hodge

For our project, we proposed to carry out a “ Solve by Design” workshop and lecture to teach to SST students with the hope of

showing students how they can utilize their advanced engineering and design skills to make a positive social impact. Our plan for
the workshop was to offer a list of different issues which are particularly pressing in developing countries right now. We would
provide general information regarding the issue and the students would then use their innovative skills to come up with a creative
solution to the issue and would then carry out their idea with a prototype of their device which would hypothetically aid in solving the
issue. Some of the issues we proposed as project ideas were water shortage, lack of energy sources, unstable warzone shelters,

inefficient use of space in slums, hospitals, homes, etc.
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Our goal for the lecture titled “ Design for Humanity ” was to outline the design process and discuss our own experience with
engineering and design, and then we explained how we have learned to apply the design process to promote sustainability,
practicality, and social benefit. Because the lecturing part of our curriculum was pretty one sided and didn’t involve a lot of
one-on-one interaction with the students, we will not say much other than the fact that we feel as though for the most part students
received the information well. We tried to tailor the lecture so that it would be applicable to the project that the students were

working on at that time, so hopefully it helped them in some way.

The most fulfilling and exciting part of our experience was definitely the workshop. We were working with a group of 8 kids for 2
hours a day. They split up into 2 groups and then began the brainstorming process ( first identifying an issue, then brainstorming
possible solutions). The first group very quickly listed 3 or 4 issues, we helped them choose one to focus on and they then
immediately began the design process. Ultimately, this group chose to create a generator which was low cost and used any source
of natural energy available (water, wind and sun). The second group had a harder time with the prompt -- desiring to prototype
something really cool but that lacked relevance -- and thus had a more difficult time deciding on an issue to solve. We helped them

ap
by suggesting certain issues that they may be interested in and ultimately they decided to address the issue of lack of energy to '? MM kR Y
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creating a highly efficient solar car. We went with the students to the electronics store along with the supervisor, helping them find
materials. The next day they began the prototyping process. For the generator group, they had some small difficulties regarding
their design as they were concerned about how well their device would float in water. But after tinkering and testing, they found the
correct material and design to make their project successful. The car group had more of a difficult time with the circuitry. While we
have a good amount of experience in mechanical engineering and design, neither of us are proficient in electrical engineering. Thus
Mr.Tan’s help was a really valuable resource to us and to the students to learn and understand their complicated circuit. In the end,
both projects were successful and optimized sustainability, affordability, and social benefit. We are extremely happy with how the
students performed and learned a lot from them as they worked.

From our experience working with the SST students on their project, the biggest thing we learned was how to collaborate with
students whom we had just recently met with the added difficulty of a cultural barrier. There was not much we could do to prepare
for this project since its success was contingent on the SST students themselves. We initially thought we were going to have more
students to work with, so we had to scale back our project to meet the time and human resource restraints. “ Going with the flow ”
was a big part of our experience in Singapore. When the students ended up doing a lot of the work on their projects at home where
we could not help them, we had to allow ourselves to step back a bit and let them do things how they wanted to, even if it meant we
were less involved. From the students, themselves, they reminded us that the love for learning is universal and it was very

refreshing to see how much brilliance exists in all parts of the world. We are excited to see what these kids will do in the future.

While in Singapore, we also made numerous connections with the different people we met. We had an amazing time going out to
lunch with the Principal and Vice Principal of SST. We had such a great discussion about the differences between the U.S. and
Singapore in terms of things like media coverage and the government. During our time in the classroom, we also talked with Mr. Tan
about the different education systems in the U.S. and Singapore. We noticed how proficient SST students were at their disciplines,
more so than our peers, and we were impressed with that. We also explained how we noticed that students at Menlo have more
choice in the classes they take compared to the students at SST, and he expressed interest in changing SST’s system to become

more like Menlo’s in that way: so we learned that each school has things to learn from the other.

While accompanying SST students to a science fair, we met a group of girls with whom we talked for a couple hours about the
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differences and similarities between social life in Singapore and the U.S. It was so much fun hanging out with them and laughing at
how we have many of the same interests. And from our lovely host family, we learned about how daily life differs in Singapore. We
had so much fun learning how to use public transportation ( which is not commonly used in California ) and see all of Singapore’s

sights.

Overall, we do not think the trip could have been better. Though we had to alter our project a bit, we had a great time working with
everyone at SST and learning about a new culture. We would like to thank all of the SAGE schools for giving us this opportunity

because it was a fantastic learning experience for us and we will never forget the bonds we made in Singapore.

Here is a link to a short video we made about our project:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5tnR2bRbpM

64

a

i _
B fr o F A 4 B 4
Strategic Alliance of Global Fducators



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5tnR2bRbpM

[EZ870]1 MENZEY: INEEREART

A RBIR R EE S TR ECBEFHE
— AR RS EEENy TonnBERE A5
mALLFE
SEAET
[#%]

EAEL, B, BB OARAEE T, HERAKRL, ARALELY, THRIEEAFILAE, AARAEER, BETH4%
#E5Z [HEE4] (literacy) #WEH &%, mAh [ $1E 4] (nultiple literacies) WK, FBEKERAZEZRAKR
HELA, BPETEAEANER. AR ETIGEEE R RALFHIERY GHY, (25504 HBEAHRH LERGY
T, PRCEZSRATRSK B, AF A2 RE Hicks, 2007) . A RBHFORMOLREHT . A FHE. RAE#%
IR AREF., MREF . REBEEF, AXZBNRARRSEEELHELERMRZINy TownF EZ @B ARA AP, R
HEAFAMEFE, BRAFARES IR MEEEBR S, ARIEFROELENEFHERE,

T, B

AFNEE ARG ERARAL TR I LE KZHE, T 5 TRARBREFASAUINGG T AR S HEALEG, T
EiEE, MEAAEYLFHRE (literacy) AT F A, KMLAFH LI ME AR, FAREMELERN ARG SHEE (
multimodality) , I A 2% FiE RAH Gk (Jones—Kavalier& Flannigan, 2006) . HEst [ & A | (multiple litera—
cies) (The New London Group, 2000) #9#EA##td, T T X FH G TR, BERTLEMENSAKRS, BETEHHT A
H %, AR AEINEZE T SRNNASAETT, ARALASEY S AILAHGER, LIEMHH A AR R SR HE
2R, RFA AR T ERTRE AT FOAMETE LEB, ARMEET, BEHXFOEFTHAHRE L SN T X TR, HA
#Az R4 (digital natives) #9#KX, Az FHFHMBF &, ARBT L5928 HE, REHERAMOEEG, EEFHFAE
] W, XA, ZAF T, (2] g FEREmE.

IREE (2008) f5t, FAFAHTREUNE, FIARBEALRG M. HHE . IAGNELTFARF LN EZEEIFIH L
amik, R YA LG AFRBEATETHE, THHMATE-LAGRE, HERHAR, &ERIFTRAXKMAZT PE AL
FAEATRRFHGHT, $42ORLBZHZFHG S AEM (REFH, HEF, 2003) . Hb, FRTEETATORRR, &

UA AR R Ll SR AR A P EAE

&4t % aaa

Nanshan High School
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BEBARRZE R ZARER, BRARAHRRS CEABRBRENERZ —, HAALFEAARRITHBRAFZEENSE .,

AT GG B AR ERAS KA S ALMALE T, UA AHEHABTERGSRENEAF T EM, FBERETEXEY (proj-
ect-based learning, PBL) #9%5 B A, SHEFURAETEUAEM, — 7 mEEL AR, -7 @ THLEHASOEE
Pk, BMTZ, ALIALBNAEUERBRRERE T HM B AY, TRALNAFERBIE EZTRM. BAKAS
SUHEMRFERSAF AL, ok, WAL EES [ RiEMy Town] A, RAERRHAE-F 2RSS Y H HE 35 B
R, AEML AL, LEHEH KPR

A BETHRBETRSAFEZI AWML

Fodk B9 R R F AR G S AN, CUASAHKXER. TROSHAY, EXABBKASZAH KX, SR, EBET
HEEAERA, 2ERR. L. LA ZAE. UAERNIESE AAGEE@RALGTTH. KA (empowerment) |
SRR E, EAERN, REEME, 2RAGEGT, REZTRBLAZHABTFERGSZAHX, o TAESZHE, A2
i, EmAIA [ 25M ] (polyphony) o st [ 5 &M | R TRAIGRZ TN, PR T RINSIE, BILH X EHFEOMREH,
EAA FERENEE, THE Z IR AL (intertextual ity) #9842,

P IRABMERIHFLEOARARAG T @B ER . HARMEIRRARO D RE RN, THRPETAK
LR B (out there), FARMBHALT R T OEAATHLEALMAMAR, ERAEBAE, FAEARKE IR, EIoR
AAMGAFHEZELY), AREIRT, RAHEY, TARATANRFER, FARIRESMHAT IR LA EMAMA, &
RaaAE, FARUETIDRTEFDOAER IR, EHAACHLRB R, TEAAGTEHA, LERBELBONE, £
EEAHOIER. AREMEIROHEH, §ARES A HPRNRZER, TEAH/ALEEF. ABERAE, HFRLIIESE
AEATHMOEE., S8, SWERG, UREFAHPRZRENER, BEZFLZEAMNALTHENRT.

LI, Vygotsky#1970 SFAR 42L& Z A5 (social constructivism) FZAMRM ek ZH R4, BRALT I HHE T
TR R, 1997) o fo@B AR RAME BT EHE, RFLERRATEIHLR MR, Ao RAENLTAR, HTER
R EAEBAFER TG TR, AEEFDRHTHERGCEAR, AEERRAARGEAHEFFPATHENE T AE, $HRE
WP HFNIRAELEHFENBREPREFRRAGTHPHERTN, ROBIR), RFLEEFTRELEATHREETHAEAFE
A GRE8h . BRIESLE, 1997) o B, [sRALMBARRIALL G EREffFaibg2s | CRAAL, 1994) . EBENKA, £
HEFAR R D HHE, SERFREREAZTHAZZOTARR, MATRELRBEWNS AR AP HEFZATOETNR, L
SHRE R ARG E, BEAGFE PR —REEMRS, ERLIATHPRERT. 52, FUERBILETEZHNES
B3R, R A RG9BIRE T, BFE LR,
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2. A EAHINEH AR

Ml A LA RESRKE, BAOBRBA LA, BINHF REZA [ RRETAANEADIZEOHT, LT TETHHIL
BE, BT ERREERL |, ERREXAZTHIEMNERET, UBEIAKFTRERRMAMELTM (United Nations Education—
al, Scientific and Cultural Organization [UNESCO], 1974, 2005) . A% A X4LHF 7@, #FhfH. BEEEZEEER (2010)
BB ZALMNKF YA, BTSRRI G SN, BAFANLER, THERZRATHL, ARLREINLESH,
R, ZBHEINGEY, AFHINLLETBRINERZRTRRFOETTX, TRALSZAINZ £, EHEAFRERYLSR, 5
T8 W E A RS AHOR E R, HE TAEETA & AR T RIER & FEBARPEATATN [HA | LR, FET [HR]
BONBERBFINZ BT R, ARABREYAEAREN [BR] B4, UMBEZSHENTR, I PREEIRZIEETR.

Web 2.0 A%, deitZfédsh, CARMOAEZT SRABEA, i Web 2.0 AR AAFZ #ES F, CREATHTOHR
Y AHSEY, BmgeGF Y Eod, 4REEGSEMAR, 17405 AT MRS, Web 2.0 SBIMEAH &R Eaya & (online
identity) #EFHe G4 (active presence) , HBIFM EMH, HAERZTHMEAZTH., @ THEK (transportability) Z EH 4L
NE, B h. BAE, NMETERGEAE (Davies & Merchant, 2009) ., iZ3kib€ %38 (social participation) #3#%|, £
AR FAE T HBEEAE, He T BERY, ARG ARLIHIT, 2 FOHARREEOBE, LRE—TREHHLEMH,
BAF—FOHFEEN, ETHINEERILE, UELAFLARATHEY L,

H, @R BRIUAGEE—E LT £ 2R ENY Townd £ 5K

A20155 R AR i LHE G EMZMNy TonnF £, A—FRAMGERBRRAFE, SBEKEA%Neb 2.0Z-F6, 25K
8T HEREL, UASRA AT, BITE2E X Z (project-based learning, PBL), AR 4§ —Fohsnik, RETHAFHE
to 2 G B H fmdk. Al— BB, WFERET —HA AT HAHOELATE, FEFAMENLBA A THALRY
g, RYBRAAFEEEY, TRAMGSELEFHZEEE, UETRAEARLS,

WAMZBANEERRALR TR, SRLAEETAZAN X, HA, T, LT &, ABACTHER, RF LM
R, 2HAERB BRI, GIEHEEERMAELEK (American Community School, ACT) . # B LiE#E 2 s F P, ik
FTAKMF. ERFHThe Spinney School. 3% B £ /& #fBabaraPriestman Academy. & iniid KB L EE 4 Chittagong Grammar
School. 7% kK ¥ 435 4%Nancy Campbel|l Collegiate InstituteF A\FT24, B R EELVHIESLQIEHFRE A A S 3109842
oA RE R SAEA, FTARAERERK, FRRELEG AR, DELSIMHERM, HFALRYIEE, THERSRA: $FAEAHT
DAL, 2EEEEY., FURENEDREDE, BASMOEREY, TERARSF, XFESFYRBBRARKERTR, KA
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BIMERI R, BABRME LRI, AAH AR, AANIHT S0, HEEERLZRA L. FERRRSARES, &AL R
SUH, B2 RAE NG H A E R RIFRAE LT A A fm K.

1B, VEBBRLAEMSAEAZBREHT

BEAREPR, 2HERFAFXR, £8. KB, FE. Zmi, ek, 6%, BEZAZHATN TR, AXEUKFaF A
WGBS, B, EAS, BEARLRANRNLER T MBS, AL EE 4 BHFHAS L IER, AR EA R ESH
EEAITH R, PlefAMNEAL TSR, $REE, B, AT, Elfd ek, AFEETOEREY, 4T 2
IRM., B4, — T EMIREGRT, —TERESAHEL, FETAFHK, L. BB, ¥H. DEFERRTHOTXE
t, EE%EEMASRERET, RANERGHK, AHHEF A, $EEREE, ARHALCER IO, EITHHE
SF. LBEBA TS A], SROFEFREZTER2E, FHACLHORAGRAMOGHEIRR. ARTETAPARNERT
R, ASERPTEIA KRB RN AR, AdE T X ER,

I ACEBHAE (Byram, 1997) 7@, $ARAFHCHMANEE, REOIRARRACHRZ pEk, LELE@RERS
Bl A B ALK 3k, o L AR A o 69 B 3 LR A LT DA — S AR AR, E A T LBERE RIS, AFRILT R A B
HHR. ATRZREFES, FETAKRGERMLGLRNG, FRE. #fE, ARERZTHEWE, RE—BRELALET
HEAELLAMYZTHEARED, AABRAYBALP, RV HFRIHRAHTEHLTRE, I EHRERI> T 24
B FEHNE,

435
ALERRAAEBBRARARE S LEAZBABRHE, UMy TonnS E P2 E@H AR EHAHTPIRA. £EAZRTH P,
W TEINAE-F 2RI A A RB A LR S H LR TR, PR S 7 IEak SR, BB EANA, RAT AR S M F M A IR F) AT
TRED.

SRR EZEME R @, @R SHERORETRELTEROEYEM, EETERAIN, MaELREL R T A
RERS (et @ie, BH) , BPAREETR LEARD, ARALRRTEFICERMR, APH LI EREZ TR, £
ATEUALAIN | ZEG7E, Wi, IAIAKAETRERALRALAMAR, noEH L0 EFEeRiEH, RALAZEY
CERFAATOLHENH, ANAF AT AR IARDR, RUNEORE S, QIEBEHARAY . FAvs L, LA
o, EESURETRAYE, FHRAFRLAMAYIR, RAGEHHRSWRALAH RO ATERL, EFAYTALHPIZA
T Ty 6T A S ALY S

S

N
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ALK RAFEHEANFHEREMEERMZLE, ARG ERTREARLGIEZIHM S N, W L EREGHGHEES
8, MW R REAMECANS TR EMR, AR EMRGEEZT, 2RCRAETE-FLG LR, ATRAMGAR,
EA IS LAH B R ARLRARART RN E LR, Bk, HFLEF T ARG ELE DA RE RN, RFER AR SRR
R NER=2 L S ROER

EE B

ARRRN (1994) o gt 3= FAnan 1RV BT AR B AR S . EORHE TR SRR BRI AL (| 173-219) o 2Abiii: AR,
KHe (1997) o HE QM. FRIE . 24 T

BRGIR . =EEDF (2003) o $EF A28 2 HERskns . HEMA AT, 112, 127-142.

BRREEZE (2008) o FHat: sF/r [ A EMRETEENE | SOHBERE NS B ERET BT R OR . BORFETSE, 1 (2) , 137-159,
BAHFy. BEIER, (B%) (1997) . L. S. Vygotsky #F. ft&F L8 BB R OB E (Mind in society: The development of
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RS, BISEE. JESEE (2010) . ZIUCHEE. EALT: SEHE
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There will always be a common language
A trip to China: a student’s perspective
Oulunkylan yhteiskoulu
likka Koski
| was one of the lucky few students to attend the school’s trip to China this spring. There were twelve of us, ten students and two
teachers. The purpose of the trip was to introduce us to Chinese culture, tradition and lifestyle. Prior to the trip we had lessons
covering the subjects. The highlight of our visit was our visit to the RDFZ Xishan School. In addition, we visited the major tourist
attractions in Beijing, including The Great Wall and The Summer Palace. We were shown the best China had to offer, and we were

very impressed.

During our visit to the school, we participated in “Chinese Heart” —classes, which teach Chinese traditional arts, like kung fu and
calligraphy. We were divided to pairs and each pair was assigned a local student as a guide and a translator. | myself attended
kung fu and found it very interesting. Beside the classes, we also had some free time to wander around the school grounds. Atthe

end of our visit we were also told a bit more about the school and Chinese education system overall.

A few months later, in August, students from RDFZ Xishan school came to visit Helsinki, and of course our school too. | had the
honour to be one of the guides and we went to explore Helsinki together.The next day we made a video project about

happiness. Because their visit was longer than ours, we actually had time to get to know each other better and talk more about
interesting subjects. It was an interesting learning experience, casually talking to people that live on the other side of the planet. And

then | realized how amazing it had been to spend time with our guests and make new friends.

| think we have all learned a lot about the culture and the school systems in both of the countries. It has truly been an exciting and

educational experience.

We made the video together in Finland and we all really enjoyed making it. https://vimeo.com/140650756

On the behalf of the Finnish student group and MrsMarjoKurki-Makelin.
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AXRMPALFREBREZR

AKX AELLFER
BERNTT

—. FARBEIL

AR L F AL R 2 F2009F, FRELBERFELEAKRHT HFREGR N, LRI, BREKAFDFHE,
BH AR A Sk, AFAGRERNERE, AHIFfR TOERZENE S &, RREHFEENINSL, BHEIIR, HZ “F
A AN RERFR” RB R, WA “BRLAUNELHEEGALT” AFREF., F&R MBiE. KL 7 ARANAE VAR
B “HRANRFTES” 9FARF AR, PRFRARFIANED, LENIHF, FhHZRE, PFREAEAR, F2TEEMF
Fodf & RRK O —HINT,
=, FREBRREZLD R

AT R —HOREFR, AKRRTERLER—AR) THEREANZR, TRERNTLREFfF LN L TR FHF
NASF %, BAFEREBGEL, FAKF T ROSZHN, FIEHGTRE, FIARGKFL, FI 5 KON AREKF T
KGR I, BRAREGIFAN21ELZHR,
=, FREEREALRE

1. FRFERBAS ZARZIAAHEL

TAALK R % H 4 &0y RBAER

20094F 24, FRAE TR D Kok R 22 %A SRR AR E, AR T ALK RLAHBFEHREER, LEARSEZIEAT
M5 ARG RM, ERERMET ARZIZAT , R AXR&GTH, LARLGEZILIRANT BT EIARELERE LR &4
ML HFENTEBRFO TR, KT LRRESHZTHOIE, FREMSNEEZDSEINREGEMET, FRILT T LALLM
A&, AT SR E R %k,

1. 28 EA—F il ) %56

AT “BREEF, —FER” WALALH, AKXKKWIBRLERE—FE 2 ATEMNDT, —FBRANGIK P E A0SR
TR AR RIS, KPP EEARTUN AP AE LR TR ENRETE, FAT IRNEMRALLGNEEE, B
. REARE. HWIEE AR K LTS A

1.3 IPR % #4692 A

IPR%ZABELHR, RN IHZHRETE., PR BHARFELTFOIRFTRALT S F09a 2 XNFHE, REFHELASNFEALRA
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B IER, FRAANAEAE K.

1.4 & KA

FREBENEXBAMPESERZITIDHRITTREARLENNE. BEAAZATAEAFRA—WE LEERET, BN
S PE IR T ABATHER L FA I A R KA 5 R T,

2. FRFERBAES RAZ B EL

QAKFHFEELRL

FRASARNGEEHR, UK BRFPHBLEFIALTF, UELELSERFERATR, ATR. PERAEAKRFEREFTRFE
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